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CJE Forum Recommendations

1. REQUIRE MANDATORY TRAINING for judges and mediators on domestic violence issues

2. ESTABLISH A PUBLIC GRIEVANCE OFFICE/COMMITTEE and assure anonymity of complaints

3. CREATE AN INDEPENDENT OMBUDSMAN & MAKE PUBLIC DEFENDERS AVAILABLE for selected civil cases – eviction, credit cases, whistleblower protection, etc.

4. INSTITUTE AN OFFICIAL CONFLICT PANEL made of up rotating members of the bar association so that judges are not making direct appointments of attorneys, mediators or therapists

5. CREATE A COMMITTEE COMBINED OF THE BAR REPRESENTATIVES, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES & THE GRAND JURY to move judicial & legal recommendations forward

6. MAINTAIN REGULAR AUDITS on judicial performance, improvements, programs, procedures & complaints

7. REGULARLY EVALUATE JUDGES / CREATE A JUDICIAL REPORT CARD on judicial complaints, bias, conflict of interest, cases ruled on with attorneys who’ve funded campaigns, survey jurors, survey litigants, etc. If the judge is not performing satisfactorily they are given a period of time to correct. If they don’t, the report is public and voters have it in time for the election.
8. PROVIDE AN OPTION FOR INDIVIDUALS TO CONTINUE ARBITRATION ‘OUT OF COUNTY’ to allow a greater appearance of fairness to resolve issues

9. PROHIBIT lawyers and judges from supporting and contributing the campaign of other judges to minimize conflict of interest and eliminate any appearance of impropriety.

10. Limit judicial campaign spending to minimize the influence of lawyer contributions to the judges and to even out the playing field around this issue,

Selected Points

· Call for accountability as taxpayers 

· Require transparency

· Challenge the judge on 170.1 -- Would a reasonable person entertain a doubt that this judge could be impartial? It is the appearance of impropriety; you don’t have to show actual bias. It’s an objective test. 
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